NEEN SAVAGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 28" May 2025 at Neen Savage Parish Hall commencing at
7.30pm.

Chair: ClIr Arthur Ratcliff.
There were 12 people present.

1. Welcome and Introductions
Clir A Ratcliff welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Dorothy McBride, Sue Barrett, Lindsey Price, Andy Price and James Sales.

3. Minutes of last Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 29t May 2024
The Minutes were approved as being a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

4, Neen Savage Parish Council Report
ClIr Ratcliff read the Parish Council’'s Annual Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

In the absence of a contested election for the Parish Council in May, the Council remains the same as it has been for the
last four years, with the exception of Sue Barrett who has decided to step down. Thank you to her for her work. | was
hoping to step down as Chair this year, having been eight years as Chair. However, | have been persuaded to do one
more year, with Michael as Vice-Chair again. Thank you for your ongoing support. | had made a gavel for the new Chair,
but it looks like | will be brandishing it for the first year.

There is space for one more councillor on the Parish Council, which we need to fill in time for the next meeting in June. If
anyone here is interested in joining us or knows someone who might be open to persuasion, please let us know.

| won’t make this report a list of the achievements of this Council in the last 12 months. All that information is available on
the Parish Council website, where you can access copies of Agendas, Minutes and Financial Information.

As ever, the state of our roads is a major issue, as it is in every rural parish in the county. | recently found an article
looking at the costs of repairing potholes around the UK. Following a Freedom of Information request, answered by 145
out of 284 Authorities, Shropshire filed a cost of £654 per pothole - 3,600 holes were repaired last year and Shropshire
has committed to repair 50,000 potholes this year. This cost was the second highest, only Shetland was higher, at £656.
The lowest five councils (which included Worcestershire) had an average cost for £27 per pothole.

As a parish, we have had some improvements in the roads this year, but there is always more that is needed, from tyre-
destroying potholes to whole sections of road like the one from Six Ashes down here. However, Michael will cover this in
his report.

During the year we have spent some Environmental Maintenance money on the car park at Six Ashes. The Parish
Council has responsibility for maintaining the car park and amenity area at Six Ashes. The fencing had eventually given
way completely, following a road traffic accident. We have replaced the fence and installed some planters, which
hopefully, as well as looking nice, will make drivers look twice in their mirrors before reversing into the fence. Thanks to
Chris Hardy for helping install them and Alison Vaughan for helping with planting and watering during the dry spell.

Dot has continued trying to get the missing deeds, relating to the Parish Hall ground and Baveney Wood Common
replaced. Interestingly, a missing box of documents has come to light recently, which includes paperwork pertaining to
this matter, and also the missing minute books for this Council from 2003-2013. Hopefully this will be helpful in the quest
to get the deeds replaced through Land Registry.

The two WhatsApp groups in the parish (Community Support and CrimeWatch) continue to be well used and are a
valuable asset, for sharing local information. A reminder please that the CrimeWatch group is to be used only for
reporting suspicious or criminal behaviour. PC Phil Nock, who is the rural crime officer for the whole of Shropshire, is a
member of our group and says it is a very valuable tool, but he is also a member of several hundred other groups in the
county, so posting unnecessary comments or opinions are just an added distraction.
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PC Nock called a meeting here on February 13th, which a number of parishioners attended. | thought that it was a useful
meeting and it was agreed that it should be a regular occurrence. The next one is booked for July 3rd. If anyone is
interested to know what was discussed, Helen Morris put a good summary on the Crimewatch WhatsApp group the next
day. Thank you, Helen.

Finally, | would like to thank all of my fellow councillors for their contributions over the last year, with special mention to
Michael for his work on Highways and Environmental Maintenance, Olwen for all her work on the website and
CrimeWatch WhatsApp Group, Chris for attending numerous SALC meetings and reporting back to us, and, of course,
thanks to our Clerk Dot, for all her hard work, and sound advice.

5. Highways Report
ClIr Tomkinson read the Parish Council’s Highway Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

First of all, | would like to report the good news, namely the replacement surface for most of the Nash, Nethercott, Detton,
Shunesley Loop which was done last June. It has taken a lot of effort by your Council to get this work done, which has
been needed for the last five years and it has only been achieved with a combination of numerous reports, requests,
meetings and also direct complaints from parishioners and letters to the MP. | would like to thank all those involved for
their support and persistence and also to Simon Harris who managed to set up a number of meetings that helped bring
the job to the top of the list.

Members of the environmental maintenance team helped by Antony Harmon, cleared back the hedge and bank on the
North side of the Clump lane to expose a long-buried pipe and also up to 2 ft of existing highway surface. This has
widened the road, but more importantly, the new road surface now sheds the water into the ditch and pipe so hopefully
prolonging the life of the new road in that area. More recently a repair has been made to a broken section of this pipe and
also the entrance has been strengthened to protect it from further damage.

Other work undertaken this year has included ditching by Chilton and below Bank Top and most of the gullies have been
either checked or cleaned out along Baveney and the Stottesdon Rd. The top of the Picklebatch pipe in the south side
ditch has been repositioned to the correct level. There have been some improvements to the Six Ashes area as Arthur
mentioned. The Ford Culvert has also been cleared out, but is now full again following the October Storm. I'm told the
funding from CIL is still in place for the improvements above and below this Culvert, but thus far we have had no
response to numerous requests. We have been completely ghosted by Highways and the Project officer, so have made
no progress with this job last year. New signage at the Ford was also included in this project and following a number of
vehicle casualties swept off the ford, we requested new signage as a matter of urgency and made suggestions as to how
to inform road users, without incurring any possible liability. Highways ignored our request and instead commissioned a
consultant’s report from WSP, which did not actually solve the problem, which they then ignored anyway. Why is there
always money spent on deciding to do nothing, but never any available to achieve something useful? Fearing that the
next time it happened another human casualty may be lost, we decided to fund and erect the signs ourselves, and hope
that it will encourage more responsible use of the Ford in wet weather conditions.

So there have been some steps forward this year, some standing still, but unfortunately a number going backwards. The
biggest of these is the Picklebatch-Hollywaste road which although is not actually in Neen Savage, is an important route
for parishioners west of the river. Highways are not responding to requests for this to be repaired and there are rumours
that it won't be on the list for at least 18 months. | hope numerous parishioners will complain directly to Shirehall, local
Councillors or our MP at this extraordinary state of affairs which is completely unacceptable.

The number of Potholes repaired recently seems to have dwindled, so the Stottesdon Rd, Church Lane and the Six
Ashes Mawley link are all bad. The Bagginswood Road is poor and the hole on the Elcott Bend is dangerous. The flood
damage in the Goesland hollow has been marked, but not repaired, and the precarious state of the verge over the culvert
and the lack of any barrier or warning signs have all been reported. | urge all parishioners to not only report these
highways issues on Fix My Street, but also to update their reports when no action has been taken.

Neen Savage Highways team is due to do some more ditching, clean out the Ford Culvert and ditch again and clear the
pipe round the bend just above Lower Neen Farm. The team uses its local knowledge to solve problems, and tries to do
the most effective work with the resources available, however although the grant offered this year has been cut in half, we
will probably still manage to do four days work with it. Highways meanwhile will only manage to mend 2 and a half
potholes for the same money. Lastly, | would like to thank everyone who has helped with highways work, strimming
verges and junctions and to all the volunteers who have done two very successful litter picks.
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6. Neen Savage Parochial Church Council Report

Mrs E Haywood read the PCC’s Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

We had a very busy year, especially in June, with a thank you Service for David and Gabrielle Eve, a Pet Service, a very
successful Open Gardens which was held in conjunction with the Edwards & Hinckesman Foundation, and a local History
Lecture from David Poyner entitled The Wyre Forest Coalfield. All events brought in people of different ages, from both in
and out of the Parish which was lovely. Christmas Services were well attended, especially the Crib Service which is
always very popular with everyone.

Our Easter Breakfast with the Parish Hall Committee was again really popular — with a slight change to this year’s menu.

Firenze photography produced a fascinating folder after researching all those on our War Memorial at Neen which is
presently making it way around the PCC Committee and a new church leaflet is kindly being compiled by Gill Guest and
will be soon available.

A churchyard notice regarding the use of ornamental flowers was attached to the Notice Board to encourage the use of
fresh flowers and the removal of Christmas wreaths at the appropriate time. The use of glass vases or jars is to be
discouraged, due to accidents with the strimmer or mower. Many positive comments have been received on the tidiness
of our Churchyard which is due to Peter Plant working hard throughout the growing season and the generous support of
Neen Savage Parish Council. The church is also always kept very tidy and beautifully decorated. Thanks must go to all
those who help with this.

Sadly, John Haywood who had been churchwarden for 42 years died on the 18" December 2024. He will be greatly
missed for all the things that he did behind the scenes and front of stage! He was a wonderful character and would do
absolutely anything to help anyone.

2025 is the year for our Quinquennial Report and James Barrett has worked hard to organise interviews for our new
architect (Candida Pino) who will oversee these works, as well as ensuring that the repairs on the roof were completed.

Margaret Shackleton who has been the most wonderful Churchwarden for many years has decided to step down at this
year's APCM. Thankfully she has agreed to remain on the PCC as her advice and knowledge is invaluable. James
Barrett has agreed to step into the role of Churchwarden and has lots of new and exciting ideas. If anyone would like to
join the PCC they would be made very welcome!

Finally, this year our Harvest Service will be on Sunday 12t October and a Harvest lunch & auction will follow in the

Parish Hall! On 24" August there will be a Songs of Praise and BBQ in the churchyard.

7. Neen Savage Parish Hall Committee Report
Mrs C Ratcliff read the Parish Hall’'s Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

It has been a busy year for the hall management committee. Here are all the positives:

The new toilets and storage room were completed. New tables and chairs were purchased and are now all stored in the
new storage area. The tables and chairs have been well received by hirers. A large new shed has been purchased and
erected on a concrete pad behind the hall. Special thanks to Andy Price for laying the concrete and James Barrett, Arthur
Ratcliff and Michael Tomkinson for erecting and painting the shed. It now stores less-precious items, predominantly the
old tables and chairs, available for hiring and for use at bigger outside events.

Defibrillator now fitted on the front wall of the Hall. It is available in an emergency 24/7. Particular thanks to Jenny
Tomkinson for securing funding and to the WI for offering to cover the first batch of maintenance costs.

We had a Renewable Energy Feasibility Study by Marches Energy. It was mostly a very positive view that we are
implementing most suitable energy saving practices. We also asked their advice about alternative heating systems and
are, at the moment, looking at the suitability of air source heat pump.

We have added Mugs to the crockery in the kitchen.
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We have set up a Hall WhatsApp group which has helped immensely with communication and contact between
committee members.

We ran a very successful event in September. Applefest celebrated everything apple as the apple harvest came in. To be
repeated on September 13th this year. We held a January Jolly, which was a well-supported, enjoyable evening with
Cheese, Wine, Hamper Raffle, Fun Quiz and games. We held an event linked to the 80th anniversary of VE Day on May
8th, lighting a beacon at 9.30pm to coincide with other similar events around the country.

We have introduced new Safeguarding Policy, Complaints Policy and a Trustees Code of Conduct.
We have updated our Electrical Survey.

We have compiled a pack for new Trustees. Tina Bate left the committee this year after many years of service and help.
Thanks to Tina. We have welcomed 2 new committee members, Andy Price (Neen View Cottage) and Jolante Petruliene
(Belle Vue Garage).

There was one issue this year with some leaks from the new plumbing during the winter. Unfortunately, the WI took the
brunt of the problem and had to deal with a leaking ceiling and loss of electrics and lights. Apologies to them. ASE, who
did the work were quick to respond and came back and fixed the problem at no cost and also arranged for the hall carpet
to be cleaned.

Future Plans

Parish Photo on Sunday June 22nd. We are really hoping for a good turnout for this historical photo. Tea and
Strawberries and cream available on the day from 3pm. Photo at 3.45pm. Every Neen Savage resident is invited to
attend.

We have arranged for new lighting in the Car Park. Hopefully the work will be completed before the winter. We have also
started discussions around a kitchen upgrade.

Finances

As a registered charity, our accounts are available for anyone to see. As many of you know, we benefitted from some
generous government grants during Covid. We continue to spend this money carefully, to improve the hall now and for
the future. We aim to try and cover day to day costs from hirings, but this is increasingly difficult with rising costs,
especially for electricity and insurance, and increasing levels of legislation around risk management. We strive to keep
aware and informed about grant opportunities and are fortunate to have Ros Haines as Secretary and ace grant finder!

The hall management committee is made up 11 trustees:-

Myself (Chair), Carol Link (Treasurer), Ros Haines (Secretary), Jenny Tomkinson (Bookings Secretary), Olwen Law
(Parish Council Rep), Mike Hurley (Vital Link Rep), Catherine Evans (WI Rep), James Barrett (PCC Rep), Jolante
Petruliene (Co-opted), Guy Haywood (Co-opted), Andy Price (Co-opted). | am very grateful to all of them as they all bring
really useful skills as well as their time and commitment to our Parish Hall.

Many thanks to Arthur Ratcliff for continuing to cut the grass and to George Haywood for cutting the hedges.

8. Neen Savage Women’s Institute Report

Clir Ratcliff read the WI's Annual Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

Neen Savage WI has had another busy year with a varied programme of activities, outings and events. One highlight was
our Apple Pie competition at Applefest - look out for this year's competition and please take part. We had a fascinating
trip to Stourbridge Glass Museum and a very popular Open Meeting with Francis Engleheart. | don’t think anyone wiill
forget the Christmas meeting this year where water poured through the ceiling in the hall and we decamped to Broome
Park!

New for 2024 was the formation of two monthly social groups - a local walk in the 3rd week of the month and coffee at a
local cafe in the 4th week.

We recently hosted a lunch for a party of National Trust volunteers in the Parish Hall and the proceeds from this will help
with our offer to fund the defibrillator for the first 12 months.
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Looking forward we elected a new President at our recent AGM, Gayna Woodland will be continuing the long tradition of
Neen Savage WI with lots of new ideas too!

Another busy programme has been planned including a return visit from Lucy Shier talking about her bees, a chance to
try needle felting and crown green bowls (not at the same time!), talks on St Kilda and life on a smallholding and a visit to
Daniels Mill, Eardington. Hopefully many of you will join us in November for this year's Open Meeting on the subject
‘From one pig to another’ by local author, retired policewoman and pig farmer Sue Merrill.

We'd like to thank the Parish Hall for investment in new tables and chairs, they have made a significant improvement on
the ease and comfort of our meetings.

As always, we appeal for new members. We have 17 at the moment but would love a few more, particularly from Neen
Savage. Come along and try us out, you may be pleasantly surprised! We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm.

9. Edwards & Hinckesman’s Foundation Charity Report
Clir Tomkinson read Mr Whitworth’s Edwards & Hinckesman’s Foundation Report (full copy attached with these Minutes).

The Trustees met in August 2024 to interview applicants. Grants totaling £1,600 were made to three young people of the
Parish. One award was to support national representation in an Under-18 international sports tournament, one for
vocational training and work experience and one for second-year undergraduate studies in the humanities.

Income for the Foundation is generated through an investment in the Charities Official Investment Fund as well as from
occasional donations and legacies. In 2024, the Open Gardens Event raised a total of £1,449 which was split equally
between Edwards and Hinckesman and St Mary’s PCC.

The Trustees are keen to hear from former beneficiaries who might be in a position to offer their time or expertise in
advising or mentoring young people of the parish, offering work experience or internships.

This year’s deadline for the receipt of applications is Friday 1st August with interviews taking place on Wednesday 27t
August 2025.

10.  Unitary Councillor's Report

ClIr Ratcliff informed the meeting that Clir David Davies could not attend this evening but he did come to last week’s
Parish Council meeting with his wife who is the new Unitary Councillor for Cleobury and other parishes. No report has
been submitted for this meeting however. Whilst Clir Davies has a lot to learn and much training to do, we have told him
we want him to look after our local interests at Shrewsbury and we hope we can work with him in the future.

11.  Parish Matters

Mr Treves commented on an accident at the Ford many years ago where the wall on the south east side was knocked
down by an articulated lorry. The incident was reported to Shropshire Council who were going to recoup the cost of
repairing the wall from the lorry driver but wall has never been repaired.

Mr Treves asked whether funding from government to parish councils cover tree trimming. It is thought that tree work is
covered under the Highways budget but is not part of the Environmental Maintenance Scheme. The trees were taken
down at Six Ashes and not yet been replaced. It was noted that landowners have some responsibility for trees on the
roadside in their boundary hedges and if there are any local issues such as fallen trees, they usually help clear the road.

A resident commented that the chevrons near the Papermills junction warning drivers of the bend in the road have
disappeared. Have they been knocked down or just been overgrown by the hedge. Clir Ratcliff will check this out.

The parish boundary on the Six Ashes to Mawley link was clarified — it is just past the Golf Club driveway.

More comments were made about the number of cars parked outside Belle Vue Garage. Council is aware of this ongoing
issue and encourages anyone concerned to speak to the proprietor about this. It is not illegal and the police cannot take
action. It takes time to move all the vehicles around so it may be helpful to the business to make alternative
arrangements for storage and perhaps work with an adjacent landowner to find a possible solution. Whilst no one wants
to lose a valuable rural business there are safety concerns when vehicles are trying to overtake the cars or articulated
lorries getting stuck as far back as Six Ashes making the junction even more dangerous. Clir Ratcliff stated that there
was talk of improvements to the Six Ashes junction and this will be chased up again with Shropshire Council.

Clir Ratcliff thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.36pm.
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