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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 28th July 2021 at Neen Savage Parish Hall commencing at 
7.30pm. 
 
Chairman:  Cllr Arthur Ratcliff                                         Clerk: Mrs D McBride. 
 
Present: Cllr Arthur Ratcliff, Cllr Olwen Sales, Cllr Michael Tomkinson, Cllr Sue Del Mar, Cllr Julian Clelford and Unitary 
Cllr Gwilym Butler. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting.   
 
356/01 To receive and accept apologies and reasons for Absence from Members 
 Council accepted the following apologies: 
 Cllr Chris Hardy – holiday. 
 Unitary Cllr Simon Harris – Wheathill meeting. 
 Cllr Sue Barrett – unable to attend. 
 
356/02 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
356/03 Public Participation Session 

PCSO Jackie Fletcher and PCSO Shelley Hyde introduced themselves to the Council.  There have been no 
crimes reported for the parish since February but everyone is encouraged to sign up to the new Neighbourhood 
Alert system.  All incidents should be reported on 101 so that the police have a record.  Our WhatsApp Group 
NeenSavageCrimeWatch is very helpful to the community but incidents are not recorded from the App by the 
police.  Cllr Butler asked how many people have been caught speeding by the mobile speed detector van at 
Kinlet.  Rod Lake at the Road Safety Partnership should be able to provide some data. 
 

356/04 To confirm the Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2021 
It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 23rd June 2021 be signed 
and ADOPTED as a true record. 
 

356/05 Matters Arising/Clerk and Councillors’ Progress Reports since the last meeting 
i)   Clerk’s Progress Report 

Environmental Maintenance Grant 
A remittance advice has been received for £1,500 for this year’s grant but the money has not been received yet, 
nor any response regarding last year’s grant money.  Cllr Butler is helping chase up this matter.  
Website 
Mr Bargman has created the new email addresses.  Only two councillor profiles are outstanding now. 
Access Team visit 
On 6th July the Clerk met with the Access Team, members of Cleobury Mortimer Town Council and the Footpath 
Association at the Glen Caravan Park to look at proposals for the partial diversion of Footpath 44R.  A 
consultation will be sent out in due course.  The Clerk reminded the Access Officers about the footbridge wedged 
in a tree upstream from Walfords Bridge.  They are aware of it and will attend to it at some point.   
Training Courses 
There is a full schedule of training courses available but the recommended ones are: 
Fundamentals for Councillors – Thursday 18th November 2021, 6pm – 8.30pm 
Code of Conduct – Monday 4th October 2021, 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

ii) Cllr Sales stated that there had been no incidents reported on the NeenSavageCrimeWatch WhatsApp Group 
since the last meeting. As per the earlier advice she will highlight the Neighbourhood Matters app for people to 
receive updates and remind people to report incidents on 101 as the WhatsApp group is for sharing information. 

iii) Cllr Ratcliff / Cllr Tomkinson – Pike Common Report. 
 Four people attended a work party to clear undergrowth at Pike Common on 21st July. Cllr Ratcliff had topped the 

verge area and the party strimmed the ground towards the river bank which looks much better.  Some fly-tipping 
was also removed.  Unfortunately, more trees have fallen across the river from the Paper Mills side.  The Clerk 
will speak with the landowner and request that these trees are removed to prevent further damage to the 
community Common.  The Council is concerned as we are trying to manage the land and if the fallen trees 
destabilise the river bank this public access area could be dangerous.  Improvements to Pike Common may be 
suitable for Place Plan or Welcome Back Funding as a joint project with Cleobury Mortimer Town Council. Cllr 
Ratcliff may be able to borrow a heavy-duty machine for cutting through the thick undergrowth. 

             Initials………………. 
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356/05 Matters Arising/Clerk and Councillors’ Progress Reports since the last meeting (cont’d) 

iv) Cllr Sales confirmed that plans are progressing well for the Parish Hall Fete and Garden Party on 14th August.  
The Parish Hall Committee supported the proposal for Welcome Packs for new residents and agreed to provide 
Parish Books at £5 each.  Council agreed to order ten books and also ten packs of SmartWater for the Welcome 
Packs (for new residents who move into the parish from July 2021). 

         
356/06 Financial Matters 

i)   Council resolved to approve the quarterly budget review and bank reconciliation to 30th June 2021.  As 
there is money available for benches around parish this would be discussed at a future meeting. 

ii)   Council confirmed the addition of Cllr Del Mar and removal of Mr Hinton as bank signatories and duly 
signed the Bank Mandate Variation form. 

iii) Council noted that external auditors PKF Littlejohn have received and logged the notification of exempt 
status for the year ended 31 March 2021 and that there is no review to be performed and consequently 
no auditor certificate and report, or any other closure documentation to be issued. 

 
356/07  Payments  

(a) Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
i) Mrs D McBride – Wages – (July) - £199.60 (Cheque) 
ii) HMRC – PAYE – (July) - £50.00 (Cheque) 
iii) Mrs D McBride – Clerk’s quarterly admin expenses - £119.22 (Cheque) 
iv) Mr C Bargman – Website hosting, domain and support fees - £62.00 (Cheque) 

 
356/08  Planning Matters   

(a)   Planning Decisions (FOR INFORMATION ONLY): 
i)     Reference:  21/01992/FUL (validated: 07/05/2021) 

Address:  Detton Hall Farm, Neen Savage, Shropshire, DY14 8LW 
Proposal:  Conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary dwelling for family use and alteration of pool 
house glazing 
Decision:  Grant Permission 

ii)   Reference:  21/01993/LBC (validated: 07/05/2021) 
Address:  Detton Hall Farm, Neen Savage, Shropshire, DY14 8LW 
Proposal:  Conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary dwelling for family use and alteration of pool 
house glazing 
Decision:  Grant Permission 

            
356/09  Unitary Councillors’ Reports 

The Unitary Councillors’ reports had been circulated to all Council members prior to the meeting (copies attached 
with Minutes) and will be published on the website.  Cllr Butler confirmed that the Parish Council will be part of a 
trial with other councils on exploring new ways of working and remote access to meetings.  A questionnaire 
asking what facilities we have, what support we need etc will be sent to us.  Some councils provide laptops for 
councillors to reduce paper and improve data security.  Cllr Butler informed Council of some issues with the 
proposed development sites in Cleobury Mortimer’s Neighbourhood Development Plan which affect the main 
road especially the Tenbury Road junction.  At Cleobury Mortimer Town Council’s next meeting they may go for 
a Call for Sites option which means that any land around town, including the east end of town which could be in 
either parish could be put forward for housing and employment land.  The Old Station Business Park as well as 
the Tenbury Road site could be offered for expansion.  Cllr Butler felt it would be beneficial if we were involved in 
the consultation.  The Parish Council confirmed they raised concerns about the High Street and Tenbury Road 
junction at the last consultation.  Cllr Sales confirmed it is good to be involved although in the last Community 
Led Plan there was no wish to extend Old Station Business Park.  Cllr Sales asked about the new Nursing Home 
in Cleobury.  Cllr Butler confirmed there is a planning application to demolish the building and re-build it.  He has 
offered to be a community liaison due to public interest.  Many neighbours to the site have been affected by the 
development and there are concerns of further disruption during demolition, removal of materials and the re-build 
all of which need to be tightly managed.  There will be legal proceedings and as such a lot of the issues need to 
remain confidential for now.  The Nursing Home was privately funded with no grants or public money.  The Fire 
Officer had raised concerns and regulations regarding cladding have changed during the build time.  Cllr Del Mar 
asked if anything could be done regarding the number of vehicles parked at Six Ashes and also on the road by 
Belle Vue Garage blocking part of the road near the junction which can be hazardous.  Cllr Ratcliff will speak with 
the Garage owner about these issues. Cllr Butler stated that £8m additional money will be put into highway 
repairs this year with a view to more surface dressing next year. 
            Initials………………. 
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356/10  Parish Matters / Highways 

i) There were no new parish matters raised. 
ii) A few pot holes have been filled but nowhere near enough work has been carried out especially on the 

road from the Nash to Clump Cottage. 
iii) The drains at Detton junction as well as Stonehouse need cleaning out.  The Clerk will report these to 

Nuria Smith at Shropshire Council Highways and ask that the contractors contact us before they attend 
so that we can meet them and show them where the drains are.  We are wasting our time cleaning the 
ditches if Shropshire Council do not clean out the drains so it is important that we work with them to 
clearly identify all the drains so that they can be cleared and run properly. 

iv) Cllr Ratcliff confirmed that he will mow Pike Common again and leave to settle over the summer. The 
matter will be reviewed again at the next meeting and Council will discuss whether to cut the area more 
often to keep tidy, extend the improvements as far as Walfords Bridge as well as looking a joint project 
with Cleobury. 

v) Cllr Clelford raised the issue of missing setts in the Ford.  Cllr Ratcliff and Cllr Tomkinson will attend to 
this when the river is low again. 

 
356/11  Police and Crime Commissioner’s Town and Parish Council Survey 

Due to time constraints the Council asked the Clerk to complete and send in the Survey questionnaire as she is 
well aware of the community concerns. 

 
356/12  Neen Savage Community Led Parish Plan 
At 9.30pm Cllr Del Mar left the meeting during the next item due to personal commitments. 

Council resolved to re-affirm their commitment to the Community Led Parish Plan.  Council agreed the best way 
forward would be to appoint a sub-committee to review the Action Points and produce a report noting what 
actions are complete and what actions are outstanding and by whom.  Thereafter, a call for community 
volunteers will be made to re-examine the Parish Plan as a ten-year review for 2024. 

 
355/13 Future Agenda Items 

A review on Pike Common, purchase of benches for the parish, review actions and appoint sub-committee for 
Parish Plan all to be considered at the next meeting. 

              
355/14 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd September 2021 at 7.30pm at Neen Savage 
Parish Hall. 

 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.45pm. 
  


