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Minutes of Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 23rd January 2019 at Neen Savage Parish Hall 
commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Chairman:  Cllr Arthur Ratcliff.        Clerk: Mrs D McBride. 
 
Present: Cllr Arthur Ratcliff, Olwen Sales, Cllr Andy Vanderhook, Cllr Stephen Hinton, Cllr George Haywood and Unitary 
Cllr Gwilym Butler. 
 
330/01 To receive apologies and reasons for Absence from Members 
 Cllr Michael Tomkinson – unwell. 
 Cllr Madge Shineton. 
 Council RESOLVED to accept these apologies. 
 
330/02 Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Ratcliff declared an interest in Agenda item 330/07 (a) (ii) Payments – reimbursement. 
 
330/03 Public Participation Session 

There was one member of public present.  Mr Hardy was thanked for his email regarding the use of CIL funding 
on our roads (our most vital infrastructure). Cllr Shineton has acknowledged this and will use it as a public 
opinion in lobbying Shropshire Council to use CIL on highways. 
 

330/04 To confirm the Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd January 2019 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd January 2019, be 
signed and ADOPTED as a true record subject to one amendment to 329/05 (i) amending ‘sea’ to ‘seat’. 

 
330/05 Matters Arising/Clerk and Councillors’ Progress Reports since the last meeting 

i)      Clerk’s Progress Report 
CIL/Neighbourhood Fund 
Emailed Sarah Hughes (CIL Officer) for advice on which projects would be suitable before completing 
the official Expression of Interest Form at our next meeting. 
For CIL Local money: 
Safety fencing along the B4363 at Six Ashes. 
Also, to assist Shropshire Council with work on the culvert near the Ford to improve drainage and thus 
amenity of all road users and pedestrians as road is frequently flooded and inaccessible.  
For Neighbourhood Fund money: 
Telephone pole to enable broadband to be supplied to Parish Hall. 
Remainder to improve Ford open space as amenity area and footpath signage. 
Benches for Six Ashes 
Chased supplier again. 
Ford 
Thanked the Treves family again for bench and asked about insurance and treatment. 
Highways 
Road closure in Cleobury for installation of new zebra crossing. Traffic light controls from 11-20th 
February, full road closure from 9-4.30pm on 21-22nd February and traffic lights again from 25th 
February – 5th March. 
Chased up ‘scoping’ of ford culvert and highways maps return. 
Training Courses 
Audit & Year-End –Tuesday February 19th 10-12.30 for Clerks and 2-4.30pm for Councillors.  Clerk and 
Cllr Vanderhook will attend the respective sessions. 
SALC Area Committee meetings 
Bridgnorth – 6th March and at Ludlow/Craven Arms – 28th February 
Clerk’s area meeting 
Tuesday 5th March, 11am at Bridgnorth Fire Station.   
 

ii) Cllr Ratcliff confirmed that following a SmartWater meeting we established there were only 20 houses 
left to visit of which most have now been done.  20 packs have been ordered to complete the project. 
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330/06 Financial Matters 

i) Council considered and RESOLVED to approve the third quarterly budget review and bank 
reconciliation to 31st December 2018. 

ii) The Chairman signed the approved budget for 2019/20 which will now be published on the website. 
iii) Council is aware of the recommendation to review the effectiveness of the internal audit arrangements 

on a least a three-yearly basis and may consider appointing a new internal auditor for the next financial 
year.   Clerk proposed seeking other recommendations and opinions at the area meeting in March. 
 

At 7.53pm Cllr Vanderhook took the Chair for the following item. 
 
330/07 Approve Payments 
            (a) Council RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 

i) Mrs D McBride – Wages (January) – £215.50 (Cheque) 
ii) A Ratcliff – reimbursement for railing at Six Ashes - £24.00 (Cheque) 
iii) Mrs D McBride – Clerk’s admin expenses – £147.48 (Cheque) 
iv) Information Commissioner – Data Protection fee - £40.00 (Cheque) 

 
At 7.55pm Cllr Ratcliff resumed the Chair. 

 
330/08   Consultation 
Council considered points raised in the Shropshire Local Plan Review – ‘Preferred Sites’ Consultation.   
https://shropshire.gov.uk/get-involved/local-plan-review-preferred-sites-consultation 
At 8pm Cllr George Haywood arrived. 
Currently the parish is classed as open countryside and would not have any new market housing, just barn conversions, 
extensions, agricultural or affordable dwellings. Unitary Cllr Butler expressed strong support for housing clusters as in 
neighbouring parishes who have taken market houses and received CIL money for community gain.  Council pointed out 
that we cannot spend the CIL we have in our own parish on the actual infrastructure needs identified.  Cllr Butler 
confirmed Shropshire Council is setting up a house building company and may be asking for land to build market housing 
to meet local needs as land is not always available to individuals wishing to build their own home.  Cllr Butler wishes to 
see a 30-40 year plan and identify enough land for all housing and a large town park in Cleobury. The huge infrastructure 
requirements can be covered through such development and Cleobury Council are struggling to maintain the current 
small play areas which are often misused.  Council felt that the general feeling in the parish has not changed since the 
Community Led Parish Plan was undertaken and that reasonable housing growth to meet the parish needs is being 
delivered through the current policy covering rural countryside ie barn conversions, extensions, agricultural dwellings and 
single plot affordable dwellings. Council felt there was no need to change our status to a cluster and would remain as 
open countryside to reflect the views of the parish. 
 
330/09  Unitary Councillors’ Reports 
Unitary Cllr Gwilym Butler said the Future Fit meeting on January 29th will confirm the preferred location of the county 
A&E at Shrewsbury. Telford & Wrekin may ask for a judicial review of the decision though.  The Public Health budget is 
currently £39 per head in Shropshire and £76 per head in Telford and Wrekin as they are deemed to have more poverty.  
The Community Enablement Teams and LJCs are finishing at the end of March but there will be five new Place Plan 
Officers overseeing Place Plans and CIL.  There will be an area Place Plan meeting this summer to look at all aspects 
including education, highways, health, sewage, water and housing and the use of CIL Local money from all parishes 
which may go towards a new school classroom in Cleobury.  Cllr Vanderhook felt that this would deny the small parishes 
of their own infrastructure requirements.  Cllr Butler has chased up the Ford scoping work but getting no response either. 
Half of the extra £7.3m for road repairs is being spent in the south of the county – nearest works will be road repairs near 
Billingsley.  Cleobury’s Neighbourhood Plan is moving quickly and had land assessments done. Cllr Vanderhook asked 
to what extent, given that the Place Plan covers all surrounding parishes and no formal contribution has been invited 
from us, is this a deficiency of the system?  Cllr Butler said it is meant to be a community non-council group and they 
chose to do the Neighbourhood Plan for the town area only but will ask neighbouring parishes for comment.  Cllr 
Vanderhook felt the process was very inward looking as they rely on trade from the hinterland which is bigger than the 
group realise. Cllr Butler said the rural hinterland does not contribute to Cleobury.  Cllr Vanderhook disagreed and said 
most of our parishioners use Cleobury. We are also asked for financial support for community groups, yet we are not 
invited to comment on issues which actually affect the hinterland residents, ie parking, as we need to drive to Cleobury to 
support trade and services, more than Cleobury residents who can park on the street all day. 
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330/10  Parish Matters / Highways 
i) There were no new issues raised. 
ii) Council agreed to take down the Silent Soldier Silhouette from Six Ashes and store it at the Chairman’s 

address until the autumn when it will be reinstated. 
iii) Council considered the proposed amendments to footpath FP44R, Glen Caravan Park following the 

recent Modification Order.  Council RESOLVED to support the proposals to divert the footpath along 
the suggested route through the caravan park. 

 
330/11 Future Agenda Items 

i) Set date for litter pick in April. 
ii) Set date and consider Guest Speaker/Topic for discussion at Annual Parish Meeting. 
iii) Complete Expression of Interest for CIL money. 

 
330/12 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th February 2019 at 7.30pm at Neen Savage 
Parish Hall.  The meeting closed at 8.49pm. 
 
 
 

It was agreed at the Parish Council Meeting (Minute Ref 331/04) that these minutes are a true record of the   
meeting, subject to the following corrections:- 
 
 
 
                    Arthur Ratcliff                                                                                            27th February 2019 
Signed.....................................................................Chairman              Date............................................................. 
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